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making the most of it
From your president, Glyn Davies
What a wonderful year we have all had! As our
AGM draws closer I am pleased to report that
U3AAT is now firmly on the map with a following of
120 Tablelanders spread from Mareeba to Millaa
Millaa. We have an exciting second semester program coming up; there are more talks and courses
than ever before, and they cater for an even wider
variety of interests. Naturally,
the more members we have
the more courses we can
offer. So keep your friends
informed about us and get
them to join too. Once in the
dim past, as I remember, the
RACQ ran a membership
drive under the slogan,
“Every member get a member!” Perhaps we should
adopt that idea ourselves.
As this edition of Live
and Learn goes to press, I
am delighted to tell you that
we are about to hold our first
classes in Mareeba, and
we’ll be having a repeat of
last year’s successful
“Sausage Sizzle” this time
at the Mareeba Heritage
Centre, on Sunday 22 July.
is keen to get other centres on the TaApart from the food and the U3A
bleland involved.
fellowship, this event will
mark the official launch of our second semester program for 2012,
and our achievement of a Tableland-wide program. Wherever you
live─ north or south, east or west ─ do come along and join in the
celebrations.
In this issue you will also find notice of our AGM to take place in
Atherton on June 20. This will feature a “State of the Nation” report,
followed by an election for office bearers for 2012-2013.
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I wish to record here my deep appreciation for the committee that was elected at last year’s AGM. They
have put in a sterling effort – all of them. A fair number of them are prepared to front up again to work on
our behalf for 2012-13. However, don’t let that deter anyone else from putting up their hand for a committee position; there will be some vacancies and it is always good to have new ideas and new enthusiasms to share round the conference table. I look forward to the pleasure of seeing you at the meeting.
Happy learning, folks!

from the committee
AGM: Our annual general meeting will be held in St Mary’s Anglican Church Hall, Vernon Street,
Atherton on Wednesday June 20 at 7.30pm.
Positions vacant: All positions on the committee will be thrown open at the AGM. Some officers have
indicated they are willing to continue in their roles, but if you would like to nominate a fellow member —
or yourself! - use one or more of the nomination forms attached to this newsletter. The committee would
like to receive nominations at least two weeks before the AGM.
Helen Myles has joined the committee as venues co-ordinator, and since our last newsletter the following have swelled our numbers: Mrs D Vrenegoor, Ms L Crossle, Mrs S Hime, Mr K Cotterill, Mrs P
Larkin, Mrs J Steele, Ms A Faigniez, Mrs D Schaffer, Mr K Schaffer, Mrs P Errey, Mr G Errey, Mrs A
Davis, Mrs S Fairley, Miss E Hunt, Ms M O'Connor, Mr D Turnbull, Mr K Duncanson, Ms B Massasso,
Mrs S Leahy, Ms H Carter and Mrs P Gould—Welcome all!
U3A State Conference at Gold Coast 5/6 June: The establishment of U3A on the Tableland has gone
so well that our president, Glyn Davies has been invited to speak on how to do a start-up at the state
conference in June.

meet your committee
Program Co-ordinator Jane Duncanson
Jane writes: My early years were spent in Sydney and my first job was as a legal secretary. Believe it or
not I was also a NSW fencing champion (swords, not fence posts!). I must have had the
wanderlust bug quite early, as at the age of 21, I emigrated to Canada to work for 2 years,
and after that went onto London to do the same. From there, I really haven’t stopped travelling.
On returning from London, I met Ken, my husband, and in 1976 we accepted a job in
Papua New Guinea for three years, and ended up staying for nearly 10. Our three children
were born in Port Moresby, and that is another story! While we were there I was lucky
enough to be involved in the setting up of Air Niugini. I have spent the last 25 years in
Townsville and most of this time working as a travel consultant.
My favourite things are my family, including four grandchildren; gardening and cooking. I also have my
amateur radio licence but don’t use this much. Although I have only been living on the Tableland for just
over a year, being active in U3AAT has given me the opportunity to meet great people and to keep
learning. Also having a reputation for ‘talking under water’ has helped me with the position of Course
Co-ordinator as I now have an outlet!
Jane came to U3A through her presentation, Savvy Travel. Pamela Herriott attended, and she writes:
Sharing travel tips and stories are almost as much fun as the real thing. That is why we turned up,
every week, eagerly awaiting the next chapter in the six-week course.
Jane covered every possible angle to help us experience hassle-free and comfortable travel.
We covered the pros and cons of travelling by air, coach, rail, cruise ship, campervan and car. Aisle or
window seat? Back or front of the aircraft? How does Eurail work? Do I need an International Driver’s
Licence? How do I dress on a cruise? How to keep track of your luggage. When do I tip and how
much?
For senior travellers (most of us) there was information about travel insurance, seniors discounts,
facilities for those with a disability, free entry to museums and galleries, how and when to bargain, help-
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ful travel guides and websites and how to get
the best deal for your money.
Jane taught us how to think savvy, book
savvy, dress savvy, behave savvy and most
importantly how to travel with confidence and
safety.
This is a must-do course for both experienced
and inexperienced travellers. Being able to
share our travel stories, good and bad, funny
and sad was a plus. Jane encouraged us to
input our personal experiences.
The venue, the National Australia Bank conference room, was easily accessible, quiet
and spacious, with facilities for a cuppa!
Jane distributed excellent course handouts.
Savvy Travel is highly recommended. Don’t
miss out on the repeat course!
See the item on a U3A tour of Britain in
Coming Up

meet your presenters
Musical director and conductor Edna Wright introduced an appreciative group to the joys of song this semester. An Ingham
girl, Edna’s dreams of being a teacher and a professional singer
were thwarted by the Second World War. However she put her
love of music and her admirable singing voice to good use,
starting choirs throughout Queensland, wherever her peripatetic
husband’s work took them. Edna’s Harmony Choir has entertained Tablelanders for many years now.
Her U3A presentation, Music Hath Charms, was a virtual musical voyage around the world. In the course of the four sessions
Glyn Davies sang a heartfelt Autumn Leaves—in French!- and
his wife Deanna a glorious Dark Eyes. Members of the Harmony Choir took us to Ireland via Danny Boy.
Edna Wright brings out the inner Domingo
When it was time to drop in on Spain, keyboardist extraordinaire in her Music Hath Charm group.
Fay Millist struck up a lively pasa doble.
Edna rounded off the series by getting her music teacher daughter, Jan, to demonstrate how to nurture
a love of music in young children.

coming up
New courses in Semester 2
We have a terrific line-up on the Tableland for second semester. Committee members have been busy
seeking out presenters and new courses. Cook, Chat, Eat will be presented by Pamela Herriott at a
venue near Malanda; and eminent botanist John Clarkson will lecture on Identifying Gum Trees. At his
property Rose Gums, Jon Nott has offered to host a Bird-Watching Morning, and lecture on Bower Birds
and Tourism on the Tableland, while well-known author Clifford Frith will give a talk on Birds of Paradise
at the office of Queensland Parks and Wildlife in Atherton. For our Mareeba debut, meteorologist Alicia
Duncanson will present two sessions on the weather: Reading the Clouds and Interpreting the Weather
Map.
A full list of course and lecture descriptions will be sent to you separately. Do get in touch with the program committee if you would like to suggest, or to teach, a course. For example, we are looking for potential presenters or conveners with knowledge of a particular area of music, whether it be opera, modern or ancient.
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We are also looking for presenters who may be willing to teach a U3A Online course in face-to-face
mode. All your lecture notes will be prepared for you in advance and sent via email!!
Semester Two will begin officially on July 23 and end on November 12, shadowing James Cook University’s schedule. Some courses start earlier. Don’t forget U3A members are entitled to audit James Cook
classes free of charge—details are given below.
Mareeba Sausage Sizzle
As part of out efforts to take U3A to Mareeba, all
presenters and members are invited to come along to
a sausage sizzle at the Mareeba Heritage Museum
on Sunday, July 22. We’ll use the occasion to present certificates of appreciation to out first semester
presenters.
Universities Tour of Britain
U3A Melbourne, in conjunction with Sage travel, has
organised a trip to England, Wales and Scotland for
August this year. Travellers will stay at Oxford and
Cambridge universities, and visit Leeds Castle, Bath, Coming up: clouds are clues to the weather
the Edinburgh Military Tattoo, Windsor Castle, Buckingham Palace and the Royal Yacht Britannia, among other attractions. The cost is $10,959 and more
information can be obtained from Sage Travel, phone 1800 668 808 or email: tours@sagetravel.com.au

other ways to learn
Online courses through U3AAT
Autobiography and Journaling, Writing Family History, My Life Story, Genealogy Online, Unleashing
your Creative Spirit, Writing for Pleasure and Science: The evolution of Life on Planet Earth are now
available through U3AAT.
Interested members should contact our Course Co-ordinator, Jane Duncanson
(u3aatcourses@gmail.com).
U3A Online
To check on other U3A Online courses please go to www.u3aonline.org.au and click on 'Courses' in the
left-hand panel and then on 'Looking Ahead' from the drop-down list.
U3A Cairns
Financial members of U3AAT have reciprocal rights with other U3A groups in Queensland. For example,
Tableland members can attend Cairns courses. You’ll find all the information you need about U3A in
Cairns at www.u3acairnsinc.org.au, or phone Cairns Course Coordinator Frederika Hatley (4036 4263).
JCU
Members are entitled to sit in on JCU courses. There is no charge and no awards are given. Details
about JCU subjects can be obtained from the JCU website. When you know the name, subject code and
course co-ordinator’s name contact JCU’s U3A coordinator, Judith Woods, at judith@ruello.com or on
4059 0836.

web site
Alf Hogan and Glyn Davies are still working hard to get our website up and running—any day now!

keep in touch
Inquiries
Glyn Davies, phone 4095 3629 or email glyndean4151@gmail.com
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Membership
To join U3AAT for the year 2012-2013 as a new member, please email or phone our membership secretary, Maralyn Keller (gnmkeller1@bigpond.com) Ph 4095-2953 to obtain an application form. Continuing
members will shortly receive a renewal notice via mail or email.
Courses
Inquiries and enrolment:
Jane Duncanson, email u3aatcourses@gmail.com or 4096-6693
James Cook University
For information contact course co-ordinator, Judith Woods, judith@ruello.com or telephone 4059 0836.
Got something to say?
Our quarterly online U3AAT newsletter, Live and Learn, is sent to all members, mostly by email, but also
by post (at a modest cost for postage and handling) for those who do not have an email address.
If you want to express a view, share a U3A experience—or even a good joke or eye-catching picture put it into less than 200 words and post or email it to us at: u3atblnds@gmail.com. Sign off with
your name, address and phone number.
Your committee
President: Glyn Davies 4095 3629
General Secretary: Barbara Whybird
Minutes Secretary: Pamela Herriott
Treasurer: John Pollock 4095 2586
Membership Secretary: Maralyn Keller 4095 2953
Newsletter Editor: Louise Kennedy 4095 3529
Publicity Officer: Alf Hogan 4095 3186
Program Sub-Committee: Jane Duncanson 4096 6693; Averil Douglas 4095 3826; Patricia Pollock 4095
2586, Helen Myles 4091 5289

Writers’ group
Extract from “Sydney or the Bush” by Clyde Cook (member of U3AAT Writers’ Group)
My name’s Tommy Thompson an I used to be the Vice President of the
Wongalilla Polo Club. But one day Joe Burton, the President, called me
in an said I wasn’t any more an I better resign from the Club as well.
Joe was pretty apologetic but I wasn’t blamin him ‘cause Joe might run
the Club but his wife, Millie, runs Joe. He was a bit upset too because
he’d just had a phone call from Bourke but he didn’t tell me what about,
not then. He just muttered something about there bein a bit of trouble
about the Saturday dance an we’d talk about it later. I knew what that
meant; he wanted to talk to Millie an be told what to do.
Not flamin good enough, I thought; I wasn’t about to wait for Millie to decide so I thought to Hell with that
an told Joe he could have me resignation at the end of the week an walked out.
It was a bit of a blow though. I’d been elected about six months before and I reckoned I was doin a real
good job an nobody was complainin as far as I knew. Most o the blokes were pretty happy since I got
the Saturday night dance goin with the help of a few local girls.
What I didn’t know was that the local girls used to spend most weekends in Bourke ‘cause like one of
‘em said, there was bugger all to do in Wongalilla, an they’d invited some friendly girls they knew from
Bourke to come over to the Saturday dance. Entry to the dance was free but it turned out some of the
services they provided besides dancing wasn’t.
The very next day a copper, sergeant he was, was came out from Bourke to tell me that there was two
meanins to the word “vice.” He said I’d picked the wrong one an what I was doin came pretty close to
runnin what he called a house of ill fame. “A complaint had been made,’ he said, “ an if the Club didn’t
take prompt action charges would be laid”.
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I didn’t need to ask who made the complaint. Seems some wives an girl friends of the team’s members
started gettin upset about rumors about what was goin on at the Club on Saturday nights an them not
invited even. Mind you, they might of been a bit more than rumors – at least that copper reckoned so –
an not bein much into dancin meself I only went along for a little while to get things started so I couldn’t
be sure, could I?
An then ole Biddy Grogan, who nobody’d marry in a pink fit anyway so it was none of her business,
stuck her beak into it. Next thing there’s a bloody great protest meetin of all the women an Biddy talked
‘em into getting the cops into it an I’m sacked. Not only sacked but booted outa the club as well.
That didn’t worry me much; I’d about had a gutful of what we called polo anyway. Most of the teams we
played against’d sooner use their mallets to hit you over the head than to hit the ball so we all had to get
helmets. Then some of the mob from Butcher’s Hill reckoned it’d be a good lurk to use their mallets to
trip up our horses. They only tried that once but. We called our horses ponies ‘cause that’s what you’re
supposed to play polo on. But they wasn’t ponies, they was stock horses and some had a bit of draught
horse in ‘em as well. Their legs were a lot stronger than mallet handles so the Butcher’s Hill mob ran
outa mallets an we won.
But there was somethin that did bother me an that was that a lot of people started treatin me like I wasn’t
the best handyman in town, like they knew bloody well I was, but more like a dog that’d rolled in a kangaroo that’d been dead for a week. Even a couple o’ the girls I used to knock around with turned their
noses up when I offered ‘em a beer.
It got so bad I couldn’t even work on me inventions like I been doin since I was a school kid ‘cause some
o the local kids started throwin rocks on the roof of me shed. I reckon that bloody Biddy Grogan put ‘em
up to it but I couldn’t catch any of the little buggers to find out; soon as I put me head out they’d scatter
like a yard full o’ chooks when a dingo jumps the fence.
After about a week I’d had a gutful. I couldn’t even go in the pub for a beer an a yarn ‘cause the blokes
there’d just move to one side without even lookin at me. I didn’t blame ‘em, it was their women put ‘em
up to it. Even ole Bert Skinner, who’d drink grog through a crappy nappie if he had to, turned me down
when I offered him a beer. Had a guts ache, he said, so he better not drink for a while.
I don’t drink with the flies so I stopped goin to the pub.
I mean fair’s fair ain’t it. I done a lot o’ favors for the people of Wongalilla. If I couldn’t fix what they broke
I could usually invent somethin’d do the job just as good for the time bein. An when they gave me the job
at the Polo Club I had the place boomin in no time an the books were outa the red an the money was
rollin in. Well, they always said the VP job included arrangin entertainment. I did that all right an didn’t
hear any o the blokes complainin. Even some of the town blokes, who wouldn’t know which side of a
horse to get up on, joined the Polo Club to get in on the fun.
Trouble was they couldn’t keep their big yaps shut so the women found out and that was when the trouble started…
(Editor’s Note: The story continues—delightfully. If demand is sufficient we may send the complete story
to members in a future mailout. Please email lkbirdwing@gmail.com to indicate your wishes)

make your day
Never Assume!
His request approved by the television station, the news photographer
quickly used his mobile to call the local airport to charter a flight. He was told
a twin-engine plane would be waiting for him at the airport.
Arriving at the airfield, he spotted a plane warming up outside a hanger.
He jumped in with his bag, slammed the door shut, and shouted, 'Let's go'.
The pilot taxied out, swung the plane into the wind and took off.
Once in the air, the photographer instructed the pilot, 'Fly over the valley and
make low passes so I can take pictures of the fires on the hillsides.'
'Why?' asked the pilot.
'Because I'm a photographer for CNN', he responded, 'and I need to get
some close up shots.'
The pilot was strangely silent for a moment. Finally he stammered, 'So, what
you're telling me is . . . You're NOT my flight instructor?'

AGM NOMINATION FORMS
TWO AGM NOMINATION FORMS ARE PRINTED BELOW.
IF YOU WISH TO NOMINATE A COMMITTEE MEMBER, PLEASE FILL IN AND SEND TO U3AAT
SECRETARY, BARBARA WHYBIRD, (PO Box 928, ATHERTON 4883) BY D-DAY 6 JUNE

 ·································································································································

NOMINATION FORM FOR U3AAT ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
7:30 PM, JUNE 20, 2012 AT STAN MOSES HALL, VERNON ST, ATHERTON

______________________________________ is hereby nominated for the position of ________________
on the Management Committee of U3AAT, Inc. for 2012—2013.

Proposer: _________________________________________________ (please print name) Date: ________

Seconder: _________________________________________________ (please print name) Date: ________

Signature of nominee: ____________________________________________________________________

 ·································································································································

NOMINATION FORM FOR U3AAT ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
7:30 PM, JUNE 20, 2012 AT STAN MOSES HALL, VERNON ST, ATHERTON

______________________________________ is hereby nominated for the position of ________________
on the Management Committee of U3AAT, Inc. for 2012—2013.

Proposer: _________________________________________________ (please print name) Date: ________

Seconder: _________________________________________________ (please print name) Date: ________

Signature of nominee: ____________________________________________________________________
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