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Sharing our Knowledge 
 
A Word from your President, Jane Duncanson 

 

Dear Fellow Members, 

Another year has passed and U3AAT just 
keeps flourishing!  We have doubled our mem-
bership to reach our second century, and our 
talks and activities are even more varied and 
interesting than before. A big extra thankyou 
goes to everyone on the Committee who just 
keep giving, and to all the presenters and the 

members who come along and support their talks and activities. 
 
Latest news is this. Next semester, we will be running some talks 
at Malanda in the Council Board Room. We have also spoken to 
the folks in Ravenshoe to see if they would like to join our group.  
So, we are spreading our wings over the Tablelands. Our growth 
is due to the fact that we all want to continue learning and exer-

“Bubbles” by Diane Chadwick (member of Happy Snappers) 
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cising our minds and bodies.  We also want to socialise. That combination of attractions is why 
U3A is the fastest growing Seniors’ organisation in Australia.   
 
So keep the momentum going. Make full use of your membership. Don’t just attend one class or 
activity. Come along to as many as you can. Oh, and one  more thing. Don’t forget to register for 
the talks and the courses you choose. The tutor will want to know you are coming, and I can then 
contact you just in case I need to change the starting time. Make use of our wonderful website, 
too.  Visit http://athtablands.u3anet.org.au. The Monthly Calendar is great. Just move your mouse 
over the days of the month and you will see more details of the talks on that day. You can also 
enrol straight away. Go on. Have a look.  
 
Finally, do remember to give us an email address where we can contact you. We are an email–
oriented organisation, which is not to say we won’t take phone calls, but email is more efficient 
and cheaper. If you forgot to put an email address on your membership form, or if it has changed, 
just let us know what it is now at: courses@athtablands.u3anet.org.au  
 
I hope to catch up with you at our Sunday Soup Kitchen & AGM. (See below) It will be at Merri-
lands Cafeteria, on Sunday 10th August starting at 12 noon.   

 
Soup Kitchen & AGM—A Tasty Winter Treat for All Members 
 
U3AAT has a soup kitchen treat in store for you. All members are welcome to attend. There will 
be at least five kinds of home-made soup on the menu, ranging from tomato through to chicken 
and mulligatawny (lovely word, that). No one should underestimate the ability of U3AAT members 
to put on a good “do”. (Remember the French dinner last year?) An email invitation will shortly be 
sent out to individual members who have an email address. They should reply by phone or email 
before 1 August. Those who don’t have an email address may register at any time before that 
date. Just phone Jane on 4096-6693.  

Following the repast, there will be a short, 
but very important Annual General Meeting 
at which the future direction of U3AAT will be 
decided, and office bearers will be elected. 
Jane Duncanson has indicated in her col-
umn that our organisation is expanding rap-
idly in both membership numbers and geo-
graphical spread across the Tablelands. 
There is a consequent need for more willing 
hands to assist the current office bearers as 
they meet the demands of the expanding 
membership. Committee work is not oner-
ous, and can actually be an enjoyable learn-
ing experience in itself. For instance, learn-
ing how to manage a database has proven 

to be a winning-post for one member. Another reports an improved ability to manage time, while 
finding a better balance between leisure activities and looking after a family . 
 
We need representatives on the committee to take care of social functions, to manage room 
bookings, to correspond with other U3As, to work with the media and other outside organisations, 
to find, encourage and thank tutors, to suggest and arrange for new courses, to handle our fi-
nances, to seek out funding for new projects, to prepare the newsletter, to maintain our web site, 
to set us up for the digital future, and finally we need a president to ensure the whole thing runs 
smoothly. Lots of jobs! Some willing souls are already looking at one or two of these, but all posi-
tions on the management committee will be thrown open at the AGM and all need to be filled with 
eager beavers. That’s the way it has been since 2011, and we hope to continue in the same 
happy manner.  

http://athtablands.u3anet.org.au
mailto:courses@athtablands.u3anet.org.au
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“DIRECTING A PLAY” 
AN UNUSUAL U3A SESSION 

      By Helen Myles 
 
Recently, U3A Tableland members 

were treated to something special —
a session with two experienced 
theatre personnel, in their own thea-
tre. Gill and Graham Harrington are 
widely known for the productions 
they have been involved with over 
many years at the Malanda Theatre 
Company. The fact that our own 
MTC bears the same initials as the 
Melbourne Theatre Company is a 
tribute to the quality of performances 
they present. 
 
Our morning at the Majestic Theatre 
began with a cup of tea, homemade 
cake and a tour of the theatre. We 
saw where the costumes and props 

were stored as well as having a preview of the new dressing rooms and backstage area. This ad-
dition will not only comfortably house actors, but also has been designed to retain items of histori-
cal significance on the tongue-and-groove walls backstage. 
 

Gill and Graham presented a most unusual workshop — they wrote and performed a play entitled 

Directing a Play. This proved an exceptional adult education technique because it demonstrated: 

 how a director approaches a theatre company with a play in mind, 
 how the play is chosen, 
 the diversity of skills required to stage it 
 the need for coordination of all aspects of the production 
 

In addition, workshop participants became involved in role-playing a rehearsal process. 
Most of us who attended this session had seen the work of the MTC on numerous occasions, but 
never with the same knowledge we now possess about the goings-on in 
the months leading up to each production. We all left the theatre that 
morning feeling uplifted and in admiration of our presenters. 
 

The effort Gill and Graham put into this session, although unique, 

matched the excellence of many U3A gatherings. We are truly privi-

leged to be able to draw on talented and knowledgeable Tableland peo-

ple to present such on-going learning in our towns. 

Clarrie Woods and Catriona Davies in MTC’s Move Over Mrs Markham 

The next MTC production will be Anything Goes, set aboard the ocean liner S.S. American, where 
nightclub singer/evangelist Reno Sweeney (with her four angels) is en route from New York to Eng-
land. Her pal, Billy Crocker, has stowed away to be near his love, Hope Harcourt, but the problem 
is that Hope is engaged to the wealthy aristocrat Lord Evelyn Oakleigh, a match encouraged by 
Hope’s social climbing mother Mrs Harcourt who is travelling with her. Joining this love triangle on 
board the luxury liner are Billy’s boss, Whitney, a.k.a.Public Enemy#13, Moonface Martin, and his 
sidekick-in-crime, Erma. With the help of some elaborate disguises, tap dancing sailors and good 
old fashioned blackmail, Reno and Martin join forces to help Billy in his quest to win Hope’s heart.  
 

Dates for the show are from Friday to Sunday (incl.) from 8 to 24 August at 7:30 pm (Fri-Sat) and 2:00 pm (Sun matinée). 
Tickets at $25.00 are available from Tableland Books (Atherton) and Wait-a-While (Malanda). 
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COURSES AND ACTIVITIES COMING UP IN JULY 

Some members do not know that the academic year for U3AAT mirrors that of James Cook Uni-
versity. Thus, there should be a vacation (or at least a period of lesser activity) during the months 
of July, December, January and February. However, some of our hardy tutors and class members 
are determined to pursue their activities right through the year—or almost so. These include: the 
Happy Snappers’ Club, the Classical Music Appreciation Group, and Emma’s Beginners’ 
Class in Social Ballroom Dancing. A description of each appears below: 
 

Happy Snappers Photography Club 

The “Happy Snappers” meet on alternate Thursdays at 
2:00 pm. Venues vary according to the program. Some-
times there are photo shoots that take place outdoors (as 
in the photo at left); at other times, the group meets in 
Room 6 of the Atherton Community Centre. The next 
meetings are on Thursday 10 and 24 July.  
 
The club is for everyone from beginners up. It will help 
you learn to use all the different functions of your cam-
era. There’s a whole world of images hiding inside that 
you never thought to capture. Portraits and landscapes 

you may have taken already, but the club will show you how to do those better. Then there are 
sports and nature photographs to consider, night-time scenes and subjects in motion. Have you 
ever tried to photograph a moving car, or rain drops? If not, then think about  joining the “Happy 
Snappers” and learning under the tutelage of Leica expert and retired photographic retailer, 
Helmut Brix of Yungaburra. 
 

Classical Music Appreciation Group 

Until late 2013, this group met at a private residence to listen to 
classical music in the form of chamber music, opera, choral mu-
sic, (see photo at left) along with symphonic and other kinds of 
orchestral music ranging from the Middle Ages to the present. Un-
der the aegis of Herman Soenario, this group is now part of the 
U3AAT family, meeting at the Uniting Church, Atherton every third 
Thursday of the month. Next meeting is on 17th July at 2:00 pm 
when Herman will present another of his sessions on “Music that 
Shaped My Life”. Entry fee (for hall hire) is $5.00. 
 

Emma’s Beginners Class in Social Ballroom Dancing  

It is an exciting development for U3AAT to be running classes in Ma-
landa, because it can now be said that it is not simply an organisation 
for Atherton. Of course, it never was. There have been classes in Yun-
gaburra and Mareeba and Malanda before now, but with the growth of 
membership in Malanda there are more classes and two new venues for 
U3AAT’s operation—namely the Malanda Show Pavilion and the former 
Eacham Shire Council Boardroom. The Beginners’ Class tutored by 
Emma Clark covers social ballroom dancing - an enjoyable activity, pro-
viding the participant with exercise, mental stimulation and socialisation, 
at an affordable cost. Next class is on Monday 28th July at 7:30 pm. 
Cost is $5 per person to cover hall hire. Alternative dance classes with 
Del & Ross Waters start on Monday 21 July at the same time. 
The U3AAT Committee warmly welcomes members of these classes 
and expresses the hope that they may find some of the other U3A 
classes enjoyable too. After all, they are part of the family.  
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Meet your committee—David Jones 

David was born in Gordonvale and spent his childhood years 
there before the family moved to Cairns in the early 1960s. He 
completed primary and high school in Cairns before going to 
James Cook University in Townsville to complete an honours 
degree in Chemistry. He then completed his PhD in Chemistry 
between James Cook University and the Australian National 
University in Canberra.  
 
Most of David’s professional life has been spent researching 
and consulting on water quality – mainly related to the impacts 
of mining on the environment. He has also worked on the im-
pacts of urban areas and agriculture on river water quality.  
 
From 1982 to 1997 he was a research scientist in CSIRO’s Divi-
sion of Coal and Energy Technology in Sydney. He was then 
headhunted to join an environmental unit in the Rio Tinto Group 

where he spent seven years working mainly on the management of water issues concerned with 
uranium mining. Following this he was Director for seven years of the Environmental Research 
Institute of the Supervising Scientist (ERISS), a Branch of the Commonwealth Government’s De-
partment of the Environment, based in Darwin. The role of ERISS was to develop best practice 
methods to assess the extent of impacts of mining on the environment.  
 
After sixteen years in Darwin David has semi-retired to Atherton with his wife Pamela, where they 
have established DR Jones Environmental Excellence, an environmental consulting entity spe-
cialising in providing high level advice to government and mining companies on aspects of the 
environmental approvals and impacts assessment processes.  He is a member of U3AAT’s Pro-
gram Committee, focussing on the Science, Technology and Environment theme.  

President Ms Jane DUNCANSON 4096 6693 courses@athtablands.u3anet.org.au 

V-Pres & N’letter Editor Mr Glyn DAVIES 4095 3629 glyndean4151@gmail.com 

General Secretary Ms Barbara WHYBIRD 4091 2407 info@athtablands.u3anet.org.au 

Treasurer Mrs Carmel SAMUELSON 4091 1418 carmelsa@bigpond.net.au 

Minutes Secretary Ms Pamela HERRIOTT 4091 2335 franherr@bigpond.net.au 

Membership Secretary Ms Janet MENSINGA 40917863 membership@athtablands.u3anet.org.au 

Course Coordinator Ms Jane DUNCANSON 4096 6693 courses@athtablands.u3anet.org.au 

Venues Coordinator Ms Helen MYLES 4091 5289 venues@athtablands.u3anet.org.au 

Social Secretary Ms Maureen SLOCUM 0400359030 mumkoala1@bigpond.com 

Publicity Officer Ms Carmel PACEY 0428762839 cpacey@westnet.com.au 

U3AAT Management Committee 

Until the AGM on Sunday 10th August, the members of the U3AAT Management Committee are 
as shown below. All positions become vacant on that date, and nominations are sought for all of 
these (and more). Our constitution allows for any number of committee members, and that means 
that we are able to add members to look after the growth of our organisation into new regions and 
new developments in course delivery. Nominations should be in the hands of the Secretary be-
fore the end of July, though nominations will be accepted from the floor if there are insufficient 
written nominations.  We urge you in the spirit of U3A to “have a go’! 
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HANDY TEAR OUT SHEET     PLEASE PASS ON TO YOUR FRIENDS 

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SOME OF THE CLASSES YOU CAN DO WITH U3AAT, AUGUST- NOVEMBER, 2014   
MOST OF THESE ARE FREE ONCE YOU HAVE JOINED. 

 
HEALTH & WELLBEING:   

Breast Cancer Awareness for the Older Woman;   
Update on Alzheimer’s; 
 Why Can’t I See That?  The causes, symptoms & remedies of Macular Degeneration.  
Meditation and Reflection Day 
 

EXERCISE & DANCE:   

Tai Chi classes in Yungaburra & Atherton Qigong Shibashi Tai Chi classes 
Social Ballroom Dancing in Malanda including Beginners’ Classes 

 
LANGUAGE & LITERATURE: 

Writers’ Workshop 
Learning Italian 
Thursday Book Club 
The Language We Speak:  A History of the English Language & Much More 

 
CAMERAS, MUSIC & CRAFT: 

Happy Snappers Photography Group 

Classical Music Appreciation Group 
Not that Jazz!  What you may not know about jazz music. 

Helga’s Garden Talkback 
 
SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY: 

Using Facebook 
CSI-Sydney:  What real Chemists do to gather evidence 

Metal Mining: Issues affecting the environment, history and future potential of mining in our 
area 

Social Issues Associated with Mining 
Bush Foods 
The Development of the Tasmanian/Australian Opium Poppy Industry 
Forestry Science 
The Mungalli Story 

 
THE WORLD AROUND US: 

Ethics in the Media 
Ernie Raymont’s Malanda Cultural Heritage 
Travelling France 
All at Sea:  the Art of Cruising 

 

REMEMBER:  IT IS BEST TO REGISTER FOR A TALK SO YOU CAN BE NOTIFIED OF ANY 
CHANGES. FOR DATES AND TIMES AND TO ENROL, GO TO THE WEBSITE:  

http:\\athtablands.u3anet.org.au or ring Jane on 4096 6693. 

HTTP://ATHTABLANDS.U3ANET.ORG.AU
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A BRIEF EXPLANATION OF SOME OF THE CLASSES FOR SEMESTER 2, 2014 

FOR  DETAILS OF VENUE AND TIMES PLEASE SEE WEB SITE  
 
Climbing Mountains and Crossing Deserts:  

Malcolm Bottrill hosts a day of guided meditation and reflection and quietness 
using literature, art, music, silence and optional sharing. This is a whole-day 
activity from which you will go away refreshed in mind and body. Please bring 
along a note book, pen, folding chair, and your own lunch. Tea, coffee provided. 
$5 for materials please, to be given to Malcolm on the day.  

 
Tai Chi Qigong Shibashi Classes: 

Qigong is an ancient Chinese form of Tai Chi. We are studying 'Shibashi', the 
18 movement form. These movements are very slow and gentle, promoting re-
laxation, concentration, meditation, harmony and breath. Good for all ages. 
Please bring along water and a $2 donation to hall hire. Wear loose comfort-
able clothes and light flexible shoes (or barefoot). Presenter: Lesley Jenkins. 

 
Writers’ Workshop: 

The monthly workshops are designed to provide participants with "writing start-
ers" in the first half of the session and an opportunity to share their writing with 
each other in the second half There is no obligation to share. Come along 
empty-handed, and go away with something you have achieved in the first 
session, along with an inspiration to follow up in your writing for the next 
month. We will try our hand at many different kinds of writing - stories, anec-

dotes, reminiscences, reflections, poetry and verse, and dialogue.  

The Language we Speak: 

The course consists of a series of investigations into the English language, ar-
ranged by topic, in such a way that each is self-contained, while at the same 
time contributing to a greater understanding of the whole picture, like a jigsaw. 
The course is informed by the findings of modern linguistics. In a series of ac-
tivities with your learning group, it will encourage you to draw upon your al-
ready extensive language mastery to bring to light dormant knowledge, and 
then give it a tangible set of concepts. You’ll find out how the language began 
and developed over the past 1500 years. The course might give you some sur-
prises about grammar and usage. And then there’s your accent. Is it OK? What 
about vocabulary? English today has over 750,000 words. Come along and 
explore these topics and more. Btw what is the meaning of LOL? Cya there.  

 

Family Stories: 

An informal gathering to share family stories. A person will be nominated each 
month to host the session.  Would you like to write your family story to pass 
on to your children or grandchildren? This group will encourage you to do just 
that. Bring a story to share of not more than 1500 words. The group will help 
you to knock it into shape for publication as a written story. Who knows? 

There may even be a little booklet published at the end of the year. 

Ethics in the Media:  

When the News of the World published its final edition in 2012, this was 

the front page. What led to this embarrassing departure? How much of 
the sorry saga was known to and even condoned by those in the top 
ranks of the Murdoch press? We are still to find out, but this course, 
overseen by  David Turnbull and running for four Thursdays in October 
raises issues we do need to think about, and not just about the press. 
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ONE-OFF TALKS AND OTHER ACTIVITIES  FOR SEMESTER 2, 2014 
 
Helga's Garden Talkback: 

After many years of running a commercial nursery on the top of the range inland from Port Doug-
las, Helga has retired to Atherton. This will be an interactive session rather than a structured pres-
entation. Come with your curly gardening questions about pests, plants, when to grow things etc.  
 
Not That Jazz! By Wade Cornell 

Many people think they know what jazz is, but probably have an extremely limited exposure to the 
range of this genre. Dixieland music was for a long time called jazz (though not in the USA), and 
more recently people associate playing "standards" with jazz. Unfortunately our end of the world 
has mostly missed out on much melodic and beautiful music that has been produced in other 
parts of the world over the past forty years that uses improvisation, but within a context that is 
more akin to that of Classical music than earlier "jazz" forms. It is a privilege to bring this excep-
tional (but largely unknown) style of music to your attention.   
 
All at Sea: The Art of Cruising: 

There are many varied types of cruising: ocean cruising, European river cruising, family cruise 
holidays, expedition type cruising, canal boating and polar voyages. There are cruises with a 
theme, line voyages & freighter cruises, and many more. Jane Duncanson will discuss the pros 
and cons of cruising and give tips on booking. Have you been on a cruise? Come along and 
share your stories. If you are new to cruising, this talk will help you plan your first cruise.  
 

Travelling France: 

Glyn and Deanna Davies are devoted Francophiles who have just returned from their sixth trip to 
the “Hexagone”. They will pick the eyes out of travelling around the country, and its capital with 
tips to save money, to avoid the tourist traps, and to discover the food and the joie de vivre for 
which the country is rightly famous.  
 

Breast Cancer Awareness &  Update on Alzheimer's' 

Two talks in our Health program, the former to be given by  Rowena Cramp from Breastscreen 
Qld and Dr. Bruce Herriott of Atherton. 

TECHNOLOGY TODAY AND YESTERDAY 
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Our Science and Technology Program on Tuesday afternoons in Atherton: 
 

CSI-Sydney: What Real Chemists Do To Gather Evidence   Talk by Dr. Chris Pang-Way 

An inside look at the NSW Environment Protection Agency’s Environmental Forensics work that 
identifies 1) unknown materials, 2) where spills or other forms of water and soil contamination 
have come from. The instruments, tests and procedures needed to identify unknown materials or 
to match samples from different locations will be explained. Case studies and court cases will 

also be given.   

Using Facebook Presented by Shane Gibson 

What is Facebook and how does it work? This presentation will: show how to setup a Facebook 
account; explain the difference between an account and a page; show how to link with friends and 
family; show how to setup security; and explain how Facebook changes from time to time. Please 

bring along note taking material and a laptop, if you have one.  

Mining and the Environment - Part 1 Presented by Geraldine McGuire 

The Tablelands has a long history of mineral extraction, with many exploration leases still active, 
and several mines poised to start. These presentations will cover the physical environmental and 
social/ community issues that need to be addressed by a mining development through its life – 
from exploration, through approvals and operations, and final decommissioning and rehabilitation 

of the site.  

Mining and the Environment - Part 2 Presented by David Jones 

A further exploration of the issues covered in the first talk in this series. 

Bush Foods Presented by Geraldine McGuire 

Dr Geraldine McGuire will describe the development of the bush foods produced by her business 
– from idea through to commercial products. The talk will also cover her promotion of the Table-

lands as a source and producer of gourmet produce.  

Development of the Tasmanian/Australian Opium Poppy Industry Presented by Pamela 
Jones 

The Science of Forestry Presented by Dr Kevin Harding 

Forestry can be a controversial topic. Dr Kevin Harding of Harding Forestry Services will talk to us 
about the science of forestry distilled from 35 yrs of professional experience in the field. Kevin is a 

member of U3AAT who is based in Townsville, with a farm at Topaz in the southern tablelands.  

Words at Play 
 

A paraprosdokian (from Greek para-, meaning "beyond" and prosdoka, meaning “expectation") is 
a figure of speech in which the latter part of a sentence or phrase is surprising or unexpected in a 
way that causes the reader or listener to reframe or reinterpret the first part. It is extremely popu-
lar among comedians and satirists. Some paraprosdokians not only change the meaning of an 
early phrase, but also play on the double meaning of a particular word. Here are a few for you to 
chuckle over: 
 

   The last thing I want to do is hurt you. But it's still on the list. 

   Light travels faster than sound. This is why some people appear bright until you hear them speak. 
   If I agreed with you we'd both be wrong. 
 War does not determine who is right - only who is left. 
 Evening news is where they begin with 'Good evening', and then proceed to tell you why it isn't.  
 A bus station is where a bus stops. A train station is where a train stops.  In my office, I sit at a 

work station. 

 Where there's a will, I want to be in it.  
 Going to church doesn't make you a Christian any more than standing in a garage makes you a 

car.  
 I used to be indecisive. Now I'm not so sure.  
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HAPPY SNAPPERS EXHIBITION 
 
 

In a major “first” for U33AAT, our photography 
group will launch its first exhibition in the for-
mer Atherton Shire Council Foyer Gallery, 45 
Mabel St, on 2nd September, 2014. The exhi-
bition, curated by Peter Larkin, will run for the 
whole month of September, closing on 30th. 
So, U3AAT members will have plenty of time 
to take in the wonderful images produced by 
this very enterprising group under the direction 
of Helmut Brix. This is a sneak preview, and 
what a treat it is! For more images by mem-
bers of Happy Snappers, look elsewhere in 
this issue.  

“Composition” by Alf Hogan (above) 

“African Tulip” by Peter Larkin (left) 

“Windmill” by Peter Jones (below) 

Some suggestions for your snaps. These are part of 
the Snappers’ Program for 2014. Try: 
 

 Minute subjects: Creatures, Flowers etc.  Close up 
macro photography of structure of a feather etc. 

 Pictures in an unfolding sequence:  ‘Men at Work’ 
A Blossom opening. A plane landing. 

 Still life: Fruit in a Bowl;  Stones in a variety  of 
colours; White Eggs on a colourful plate;  Rustic 
drift wood.  

 Action photography:  Birds in an Aviary; Rodeos;  
Sporting events; Stone splashing into water, etc.   

 Portraiture: The use of light - shaft of light in the 
back ground;  before a leadlight window;  soft 
lighting effects; filters.  

 Water in all its forms: Reflections; Torrents; Gar-

den sprinkler in full action; Rain falling etc. 



 11 

HOW TO GET THE BEST OUT OF YOUR U3A MEMBERSHIP 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LOCAL (FACE-TO-FACE) COURSES, LECTURES, EXCURSIONS & TALKS: 
The first and most obvious privilege of being a U3AAT member is the right to select from and attend 
the range of face-to-face courses and related activities on offer on the Tablelands at any one time. 
We have now put together a new program for Semester 2 of this year.  Every U3A member may enrol in 
one or more of our courses: a few attract large enrolments and for these there may be a waiting list. 
(Hint: Get in early!) Currently, the Atherton lecture program runs from Mondays to Thursdays, generally 
at 10:00 am and 2:00 pm in the Mabel St Community Centre, Room 6. Some courses will run in Ma-
landa as well. There is no charge (except for hall hire). 
 
UNIVERSITY COURSES: 
James Cook University offers a wide range of courses at its Cairns Campus in Smithfield.  U3A Mem-
bers can sit in on lectures (and tutorial and practical classes) at the Smithfield campus of JCU for NO 
FEE.  U3A members do not complete assignments or exams or receive any recognition or awards for 
the subject they attend. The next opportunity to enrol in a JCU course will be at the beginning of the 
2015 academic year. If you intend to enrol at JCU, see, phone or email our Program Coordinator, Jane 
Duncanson. 

 

U3A ONLINE COURSES: 
U3A online also offers courses for study online. Go to http://www.u3aonline.org.au/  to see the courses 
available at any one time. Select your course, and then enrol online. The enrolment fee is $25 per an-
num, and you can take as many courses as you like. These are fully resourced study courses, ranging 
over 30 or more subjects from Australian History to Psychology and the various branches of Modern 
Science. 
 
FUTURE DEVELOPMENTS: 
In the planning stages, right now, are some future initiatives that will bring about even more benefits to 
our members. In addition to our courses, we are thinking of setting up mutual interest groups to meet 
at the convenience of members and convenors. We have in mind social groups visiting theatres, art gal-
leries and restaurants, just to give an example or two. We also try to bring our members together at least 
twice per year in a spirit of sharing our experiences and joys in belonging to U3A 
 
THE LAST WORD: 
I have saved the best for last. It is nowadays almost a commonplace notion that giving and taking are 
two sides of the same coin and together they promote more happiness and well-being than either one 
alone. U3A was set up on the premise that those who partake of its courses and lectures, and its 
group activities might also, as the opportunity arises, offer their own expertise or simply their 
own enthusiasms for the benefit of all members. And that is the most important benefit of all: belong-
ing gives you the opportunity to give whatever, wherever, and whenever you can. Next time someone 
comes knocking on your door, asking for assistance to U3A, think hard about volunteering to take a 
course, convene a special interest group, join a sub-committee – whatever suits you best. You’ll be gain-
ing the greatest benefit of all. 
 
Remember, too, that U3AAT members have reciprocal membership with many other U3As. Cairns for 
example offers our members the right to join any of their activities at no charge, or at a small charge 
which would in any case be levied on their own members joining a particular class. U3AAT is also a 
member of the Queensland Network of U3As (See http://sites.google.com/site/u3anetworkqld), 
which now has 28 affiliated organisations right across the state. The annual U3A Network Conferences 
are a major event in the lives of many of us, and will continue to be so next year as Queensland hosts 
the Asia-Pacific U3A Conference in Brisbane. More about that in the September-October issue of this 
journal. 
 

http://www.u3aonline.org.au/
http://sites.google.com/site/u3anetworkqld
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COPYRIGHT:  

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW 

Representatives of the Australian Copyright Agency 
and the Australian Performing Rights Association em-
phasise that even educational institutions such as U3A 
must hold licences for the use of copyrighted material 
and for performances on stage and screen. There is no 
blanket approval for anyone to freely use copyright ma-
terial of any kind;. Unlicensed use of such material is 
illegal and subject to heavy fines.  
Fortunately for educational institutions a licence is 
available for about $100 a year and covers a wide 
range of printed material, including photographs. A 
separate licence is required for the use of film, video 
clips, music performance and so on. There are legal 
obligations regarding the use of anyone’s copyrighted 
work , but U3AAT has obtained special permission to 
reproduce materials or performances under an um-
brella licence.  
 

For instance, if U3A runs a lecture program on the 
works of a particular writer, our educational institution 
licence  covers the activity.  
 

There is a case for other community groups to make an 
arrangement with U3AAT  to consider joining in as part 
of its activities. Such groups can save themselves a lot 
of money and heartache by scheduling their activities 
within the timetable for existing U3A activities. They will 
then be covered for their use of copyright material and 
their performances. They will also be covered for public 
liability insurance which U3A Qld Network has for all its 
member branches at a very low cost per member 
(currently 20c). If any U3AAT member knows of such 
a group, then please let them know of this offer. 

WANTED 

TUTORS 

All that these positions require is that you are enthusiastic 
and knowledgeable about some field of learning, some 
physical activity or some social pursuit. You do not have 
to be an expert, just an enthusiast, willing to share your 
knowledge. There is immense joy in teaching others. 
Don’t worry if you have never taught before.  
 
Teaching experience IS NOT necessary. 
 
In some instances, we can provide sets of lesson plans for 
certain courses. In any case, we can and do provide as-
sistance to our tutors in preparing and delivering their 
classes. 
 
For further information or to apply for any of these posi-
tions, contact Jane on 4096-6693, or Glyn on 4095-3629. 

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS AND ALL THAT ... 

WANTED 

ADVERTISERS 

U3AAT is a not-for-profit organisation with over 200 mem-
bers on the Atherton Tableland. Mostly retired, this demo-
graphic is active, with leisure time at its disposal, and in-
terested in travel, health, recreation and novel experi-
ences. This newsletter is available to advertisers at very 
modest rates. 
 
Why not place an ad in the next edition? Get your name in 
front of readers who are responsive and interested in what 
you have to offer. Phone 4095 3629 or 4096 6693. 

WANTED 

SECTION MANAGERS 

U3AAT has identified a number of areas of interest where 
vacancies exist in its operations. It is prepared to appoint 

persons with expertise in the following areas at its AGM: 

 Media, communications and public relations—role is 
suited to a retired PR person or journalist 

 Information Technology and Communications—may 
liaise with existing IT organisations for Seniors to de-
velop learning programs for new technologies 

 Database management and record keeping—may as-
sist with membership records, filing, and record keeping 

 Financial management and forward planning. May as-
sist in grant seeking. Suit retired accountant, or banker. 
Phone 4095 3629 or 4096 6693. 

A boy of 12 was a dedicated stamp collector until the lad next door also bought an album. 'He 
buys every stamp I do,' the boy complained to his father, 'and he's taken all the fun of it away.' 
'Don't be a fool, my boy,' said his wise dad. 'Remember, imitation is the sincerest form of philately. 

‘Stamp Collecting is the hobby of paying large sums of money for tiny pieces of paper that peo-
ple have spat on.’ 

PHILATELY INFORMATION 

Did you know that Postage 
Stamps now cost 70cents? if 
you hold a Federal Govern-
ment Pension Card or Seniors 
Health Care Card, you can 
apply to Australia Post to con-
tinue to pay the previous cost 
of 60 cents? Ask at any Post 
Office for more information. 


