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Room 22—Just one of the places where you can Live and Learn

Welcome to Live and Learn. My name is Geoff Errey, and I was elected to the U3A committee at
the recent AGM. I didn’t duck quickly enough and thus scored the job of Newsletter editor. Truly,
you do live and learn (if somewhat slowly in my case).
Firstly, let me say on your behalf a big thank you to Glyn Davies who has relinquished the Editor’s
job after many years and has passed on to me some of his wisdom and advice on what to do. I am
aware that I have big shoes to fill (and not just because Glyn’s w-a-a-a-y taller than me).
Live and Learn is your Newsletter, not mine. I would invite (plead with?) you to send in your contributions. I can’t get to all the U3A courses and events, so feel free to submit reports and photos on
the ones you’ve enjoyed. That way we continue to encourage other members to attend. You can
get in touch with me at erreygp@bigpond.com.
While I’ll endeavour to keep everyone up-to-date on what courses are coming up, I urge everyone
who can to regularly check our Website for the latest information and last-minute changes. Alf and
Jane do a marvellous job in presenting the info in a form even I can understand and follow, so make
sure you check often. That way you won’t miss out on an outstanding program of events. We also
have a Facebook page - U3A Atherton Tablelands.
Speaking of events, our Christmas party invitations have been sent out and we’re looking forward to
a great day at the Atherton Golf Club on Sunday, 6 December, starting at 11.30am. If you haven’t
already booked your place, email Jane Duncanson by 22 Nov ember
(ken.duncanson@bigpond.com) phone her on 4096 6693 or respond through the Website (from the
Home Page, click Contact Us).
And finally, on Friday, 12 February 2016 we’re having an Open Day in Room 22. This will be an
opportunity to renew your membership and check out (and enrol in) courses for the New Year. If
you haven’t visited our new headquarters yet, this is a chance to see our updated set-up. Room 22
is in the Old Atherton Primary School Building in Mabel St, opposite the Council Chambers.

YOUR MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
by Helen Myles
At the last U3AAT AGM in late June 2015, I was elected President for a one-year term. I was to follow in the footsteps of the excellent Jane Duncanson, who had been President for the previous
three years - a little daunting to say the least. Other elected Executive members were Glyn Davies ,our founding President and continuing Vice President, Barbara Whybird, who once again undertook to be Secretary and Pamela Jones who volunteered to continue as Treasurer.
Ten other committee members were also elected. The eight continuing members are Jane Duncanson (Program Coordinator), Fran Herriott, Janet Mensinga, Alf Hogan (Webmaster), Denise Vrenegoor, Carmel Samuelson (Social Secretaries), Bev Prescott (Social Media Secretary), David Jones
and the two new ones welcomed to the Committee were Geoff Errey and Sandi Oswald.
At the first meeting some allocated roles also changed:


Fran Herriott stepped down as Minute Secretary and Janet Mensinga stepped up to
take her place. Fran had been doing this job since the inception of U3AAT in 2011 and, like
Jane, has set a high standard for others of us on the Committee to follow



The two new members – Geoff Errey and Sandi Oswald - both took on important roles.
Geoff is now the Newsletter Editor after being handed the reins by Glyn and Sandi is the
Assistant Treasurer.

Being on this current Management Committee has already thrown up some challenging tasks, but
we have worked through them as a team, illustrating that moving forward is a goal embraced by all
on the Committee. As a result, I am very pleased to announce that your committee unanimously
carried a motion at the October meeting, to once again hold U3AAT’s annual fee at $25 for 2016.

Lesley Jenkins reports on a recent trip to China:
I have just returned from a Qigong study tour of China.
As part of this tour the group went to visit the U3A in the city of Xian. In fact it was just one of the 34
campuses in that city. This one has an enrolment of 5,000, and there are 110,000 overall.
The U3A started in Xian 20 years ago, in one room, with 300 students. This campus is now a 6
story building with many classrooms, with 400 full and part-time teachers.
Subjects range through: Art, photography, calligraphy, traditional Chinese medicine, Qigong, Tai
Chi, bonsai, Chinese history & geography, dancing (ballroom, Latin), singing, music (traditional instruments), and much more. We visited the photography, calligraphy, art, singing, music and dancing classes. All filled with enthusiastic students.
Beginners start at a basic level and work their way up to the third level. They paid $30 - $100 per
six month term. And there is a long waiting list to join.
The Chinese government supports the U3A, thinking it is better to get older people out and active,
doing things they like, rather than staying at home doing nothing. It is open to all, 45 years old and
up. Some of the younger ones who have had to stop work are able to retrain and return to the work
force.
Lesley Jenkins September, 2015
Qigong – Thursday mornings 9.30 Halloran´s Hill

Membership Information

Keeping in Touch

Please don’t forget to keep Pamela
Jones, our membership officer, advised
of any changes to your address or
contact details (phone, email).
Contact Pamela at:

In order to keep our costs down, we send out as much
information via email as possible. Australia Post will
shortly be raising the cost of Standard Mail to $1.00
per letter, so if you have an email address, please let
us know. (The dollar is better kept for our programs.)

membership@athtablands.u3anet.org.au

COURSE INFORMATION
The following courses and activities will be continuing for the remainder of the year:
Mah Jong
Social Cards
Tai Chi

Mondays
Mondays
Mondays

9:30am
2:00pm
5:00pm

Room 22
Room 22
Yungaburra Primary School

Italian

Tuesdays

4:30pm

Room 22

Old Time Dancing
Tai Chi
Family Stories
Writers’ Workshop

Wednesdays
Wednesdays
2nd Wednesday
3rd Wednesday

7:30pm
9:30am
2:00pm
2:00pm

Merrilands Cafeteria
Malanda RSL
Room 22
Room 22

Qigong
Hardy Perennials
Happy Snappers
Classical Music
Thursday Book Club

Thursdays
2nd Thursday
Alt. Thursdays
3rd Thursday
3rd Thursday

9:30am
9:30am
2:00pm
2:00pm
2:00pm

Halloran’s Hill
See Website
Room 22
Atherton Uniting Church
Room 22

In addition, Alf Hogan continues his grand tour of the US on most Tuesdays at 10:00am and there’s
more Nature talk from John Winter.

And for NEXT year……..
Here are some of the programs being prepared for 2016:

Mystery
Talks

Kakadu

South
American
Music

Power
Point
Poetry
Birds &
Butterflies
And….

Travel
Tales

International
Cooking

When you lose weight, where does it go?
More details on our Web Page.

Fran Herriott and Nic Watling—Antiques Roadshow.

A well deserved morning tea break after all that heavy work
exploring someone else's garden—Hardy Perennials.

Torres Strait Pigeons—John Winter

Thanks to David Jones for his photos from some of the recent U3A activities.
And for my Cryptic Tragics, a clue:

Unhappily, voiced right at the end of the match. (7)
(Answer in next edition)

