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Happy Snappers field trip
to Hillside Eden Gardens

From
the Editor

The Happy Snappers field trip for November was to the
award winning Hillside Eden Gardens in Tarzali, home to
Happy Snapper Teresa Davis and her husband Shane.
Over the years since they bought the property, Teresa and
Shane have transformed what was once a weed and bramble
ridden paddock into a beautiful garden paradise.
(Photos by Paul Gobert)

Summer is here with a
vengeance and, according to
the Met Office, no rain of any
significance is likely before
the end of January, so it looks
like we are in for another hot
Christmas and New Year.
U3AAT has had another bumper
year, with good attendance at so many
activities on offer, but it is now time to
wind down until the beginning of
February, apart from Mahjong and Card
Playing, both of which continue
throughout January.
Don’t forget our annual Open Day on
Saturday 18 January 2020 from 9.00am
till noon, when you can sign up for
anything that interests you.
Note also that membership for 2020 is
now due—just $25 for the year.
May I take this opportunity of wishing
each and every one of you, and your
families, a safe and happy Christmas and
the very best of health in the New Year.

Annette Clay
newsletteru3aat@gmail.com
Mobile: 0402 328 073
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President’s
ponderings ...
Here we are at the end
of another successful year
for U3AAT. The Committee
works hard to bring the
courses and activities that
are so popular. We are
always looking for new ideas so if anyone has
anything they would like to add to next year’s
calendar please inform Jane, our Course Coordinator, and she will endeavour to bring these to
you.
Our Christmas break-up party was very successful
and members enjoyed great food and fellowship.
Open Day next year is on Saturday 18th January 2020
from 9am to 12noon in room 22. Come along and
see what is on offer and welcome new members.
Wishing you all a very happy festive season.

Barbara Whybird

Membership Renewal

Membership fees of $25.00
For 2020 are due now …
There are three ways for you to pay:

1
2
3

By EFTPOS to U3A at Bendigo Bank
BSB: 633 000 A/c No: 161 469 762
Reference: your name
By cheque to PO Box 928 Atherton
Drop into the cash box on Room 22
noticeboard—don’t forget to include
your name on the envelope.
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Did you know?
U3A started in 1972 at the Faculty of Social Science
of Toulouse University in France, with the aim of
improving the quality of life for older people by giving
them access to non-credit courses in the humanities
and natural sciences at the established degreegranting universities.
There is no universally accepted model for U3A. It’s
original conception in France is followed by most
continental European countries, but was significantly
modified in the UK, where it was recognised that most
people of retirement age have something to contribute
and the emphasis has been on sharing, without formal
links to traditional universities. Most English speaking
countries, including Australia, follow this model.
Anybody in their third-age can join U3A and this
includes people who are working. There is no lower
age limit for membership.
There are currently more
than 20,000 U3As in the
world, situated on every
continent, with several
million senior students,
half of them in China!
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In short ...
Both the Mahjong and Card Playing groups
will continue to meet during December and
January.
U3AAT Publicity Officer Carmel Pacey has set up a
new Facebook page for us, which seems to be working
better than the original Facebook page. The page is
called:

U3AAT Noticeboard
and there is a ‘join’ button at the top of the page.
All members are encouraged to click that button, which
will then give them access to use the page.
It is hoped that posts will be regularly added, with
information and ideas from members.
Please do join and if you have attended any of
U3AATs courses or events, perhaps you have photos or
comments that you could post.

Qigong Shibashi Tai
Chi classes will
recommence on 16
January 2020 at
Halloran’s Hill in
Atherton.

The first meeting of the
Happy Snappers
Photography Group will
be on Thursday 6
February 2020 at
1.00pm in Room 22 at
the Community Centre.

Lunch with
friends
In November, U3As very
popular ‘Lunch with Friends’
group met at Queensland’s
highest pub—the Ravenshoe
Hotel—for their
monthly
get
together.
Another great
social gathering.
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U3A International
President to visit
Queensland
U3As Toowoomba branch has announced that
Professor Francois Vellas, the International President
of the Association of International Universities of the
Third Age (AIUTA) will be visiting Toowoomba from the
26 to 28 February 2020.
At this stage the full program is not yet available,
but the main event, a Seminar on the International
U3A Association and Seniors Tourism, will be on
Thursday 27 February 2020.
AIUTA is working with UNESCO, UNWHO and the
Chinese Association of the Elderly to promote
international U3A Study Tours. Several Toowoomba
U3A members joined 170 U3A members from ten
countries and participated in the inaugural study tour
in May this year.
Speakers will cover topics relating to international
study tours and seniors tourism, international U3A
matters and general matters relating to seniors.
This will be a free event and bookings will be
essential for attendance at the seminar. Further details
will be available as they unfold.

Walking Group

Emergency Medical
Information Books
The little book that
could save your life
The Emergency Medical Information Book contains
all of a person’s information and medical records
needed if, or when, an ambulance is called and they
need to be transported to hospital.
When paramedics are called, a typical scenario is
that distraught family members may be unable to give
correct details of the patient’s condition, or the
medication they may be on. This causes delays which
could be life threatening.
Completed in conjunction with your doctor and
family, this small book contains patient contacts,
service or carer provider information, medications and
any medical condition, so a paramedic is able to treat
and ready a patient for transport to a hospital.
The book comes in a magnetised clear plastic sleeve
so it can be attached to the door of your fridge, where
local paramedics are trained to look for it.
This is a community service of Lions Clubs Australia,
in conjunction with local Ambulance Services.
In Atherton, the books are provided by Lions Club
of Atherton, distributed by the Local Ambulance
Committee and available free of charge (or a gold coin
donation) from:

The Walking Group meets every Wednesday
morning at 7.00am at Platypus Park.
Beginning with a few minutes of warming up,
the group then head off down the Rail Trail.

Wholelife Pharmacy & Health Foods
(formerly Discount Drug Store)
Silo Shopping Centre
Atherton

Most finish their walk at around 8.00am, but
there are some who prefer to do a longer
walk.

The group will
continue to meet
over December
and January, with
new members
most welcome to
join in.
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Mosaic classes produce some stunning work
These
photos
speak
for
themselves—
congratulations ladies on some wonderful work.
(Photos supplied by Jane Duncanson pictured bottom
left with her beautiful creation)

U3AAT “Live & Learn”

December 2019

Page 5

Happy Snappers ‘Gangsters & Flappers’ night
Happy Snappers last social
event for 2019 was a 1920s
Gangsters & Flappers night at
Rhonda Hite’s place—what a
fabulous evening! Rhonda went
above and beyond in setting the
scene and providing a splendid
meal with waiters and themed
music.
Everyone who came dressed to
the theme and had a ball.
(Photos by Gary John and Irene
Gorman)
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Christmas Lunch at the Golf Club
U3AATs Christmas Lunch at the Atherton Golf Club was a fitting conclusion to an
excellent year for our organisation. With fun, frivolity and some mind-bending games,
coupled with an excellent meal, everyone enjoyed themselves.
(Photos by David Jones and Des O’Neill)
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Is it just me, or has the world gone
completely mad???

A few short ones ...
One company owner asks another: “Tell me,
Bill, how come your employees are always on time
in the mornings?”
Bill
replies:
“That’s easy. I
have
30
employees
but
only 20 parking
spaces.”
Man to his priest: “Father, I am sorry to say
that yesterday I sinned with an 18 year old girl.”
The priest replied: “Squeeze 18
lemons and drink the juice all at
once.”
Man: “And that frees me from
my sin?”
Priest: “No, but it will hopefully free your face
from that dirty grin.”

It is one of the world’s
wonders that a woman in a
bikini reveals about 90% of
her body ...
… and yet most men are
so polite they only look at
the covered parts.
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