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A Spotlighting Tour to
Mount Hypipamee
and The Crater

Notes from the Editor
Courses and events for 2020 have got off
to a great start, with all the regulars up and
running. Apart from these, there are several
excellent new offerings from your U3A team.
Des O’Neill commenced his U3A Writers’
Group in February, meeting fortnightly on
Saturdays, with members covering a variety
of subjects in their creative writing.
To that end, Des last week suggested a
unique idea for a homework assignment—
writing a speech titled “Why you should vote
for ME for Mayor” and the group are busy
working at presenting their efforts on
Saturday 14 March at 2.00pm in Room 22.
What the group now needs is a bunch of
people they can appeal to for support in their
‘campaign’. If this is something you’d enjoy,
please do turn up at Room 22 on the day.
There will be refreshments offered—and a
news reporter from the Tablelander to boot!
Please also take the time to attend the
Annual General Meeting on Sunday 5 April at
2.00pm in Room 22. These meetings are an
opportunity for you, as a member of U3A, to
meet other members and for the new
committee for 2020 to be sworn in.
Remember also that membership for 2020
is now due and payable before 31 March.
After that time, non-current members are
removed from the membership list and will
therefore no longer receive the newsletter, or
updates on courses and events.

Bill Bray is offering a spotlighting tour at Mt Hypipamee
on Friday 24th April. Some of us will be arriving at
about 6pm for a casual byo dinner, if you just want to
do the tour this starts about 7pm. The tour will be a
very easy walk along the road and sealed paths. We
will be looking for the rare endemic possums, tree
kangaroos, pademelons, frogs, geckos, owls, etc. as
well as enjoying the wonderful upland rainforest at
night.
This tour is confirmed as we have a number of
bookings already. If you would like to join the group,
please enrol either on the U3AAT website (click on the
ENROL button and follow the prompts) or by email to
the Courses Coordinator Jane Mitchell at
coursesu3aat@gmail.com.
Photo: Annette Clay

Annette Clay
newsletteru3aat@gmail.com
Mob: 0402 328 073
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President’s
ponderings ...

U3A ATHERTON TABLELANDS

Notice of
Annual General Meeting

2020 has begun well with
courses already up and
running. It is very gratifying
to have so many people
attend our regular activities
and it’s so pleasing to see
new members joining in with us.
Our Open Day in January was well attended and
attracted many new members. My thanks to everyone
who helped make the day so successful. It started
with a spruce up of our room and the surrounding area
which gave the whole room a neat and clean look.
As usual, our Program Committee members are
working hard to provide an exciting array of options
for you to choose from. They are always on the
lookout for new activities for topics and welcome any
input from members. If there is anything you could
suggest or would like, please let the Committee know.
I have met many of the new members and look
forward to meeting many more in the future. Don’t
forget our AGM that is being held in Room 22 on 5th
April at 2pm. Everyone is welcome.
I will take this opportunity to congratulate every
Committee member for their effort in ensuring the
smooth running and success of U3AAT. All of these
positions and the work that goes with it is carried out
by volunteers who selflessly give up their time to make
this a viable organisation. Thank you everyone.

2.00pm
Sunday 5 April 2020
Room 22 (Glyn Davies Room )
Community Centre
Mabel Street, Atherton
ALL U3AAT MEMBERS ARE INVITED TO ATTEND
Please come along and support your U3A. Our
organisation runs well because we have
volunteers willing to give some of their time to
help.
Maybe you have enjoyed the benefits
that U3AAT brings and are now willing to lend a
hand? You don’t have to be a committee
member, just be there to give us new ideas and
help out occasionally with activities.
Refreshments will be served following the
proceedings.

Barbara Whybird

Is your membership
UP TO DATE?

NETWORK

QUEENSLAND
Check out what other Queensland
U3As are up to in U3A Network
Queensland’s quarterly newsletter
NETWORK NEWS available through
their website:

www.u3aqld.org.au
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Please check that you have renewed
your membership for 2020.
Membership must be renewed by 31 March 2020 or
your name will be removed from the membership
listing, which means you will not receive further
newsletters or other information.
Importantly, you need to be a current member to
vote at the Annual General Meeting.
Membership fees of $25.00 by any of the following:
• EFT: BSB 633 000 A/c: 161 469 762 Ref: your name
• Cheque to: PO Box 928 Atherton 4883
• Cash: into cash box on Room 22’s noticeboard
• Don’t forget to include your name with payment
March 2020
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U3A Writers Group : Visions for the Future
Some members queried about the learning aspect
of this group; we are always looking to learn in some
capacity.
Improvement in writing can be gained by many and
various means as in simply reading books, though
there are vast other areas such as character building,
plots, story lines, circumstances, personal biographies,
first lines, paragraphs, chapters, punctuation, spelling.
This list can go on for pages and I guess it all boils
down to English lessons from primary school to
secondary education and university degrees. I am
certainly not educated enough to teach anyone in that
capacity.
But we can always learn from each other and
available resources. As a means of using available
resources I plan to have outside presenters come to
our group every so often these will be:
• Someone from toastmaster to give us hints
about delivery of our written subjects.
• A book publisher to tell us what she looks for in
documents that will gain her interest.
• Perhaps a journalist like Ken Cotterell to give us
ideas about script writing, he is a master at this.
• Other noted writers to share their tips.
These are just a few ideas and a start. I would think
about every fourth meeting perhaps. It could be
advertised as a major day through our local U3A
network, a way of advertising ourselves and gaining
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new members.
Who knows, we may even publish our own book of
short stories in time for Christmas and make it an
annual thing!!
Des O’Neill—Group Leader
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We are looking for an
enthusiastic audience
The group requires an audience for our next
meeting on Saturday March 14 at 2pm. We give
ourselves tasks of homework between meetings.
This time, each of us will deliver a campaign
speech for the coming election ‘Why you should
vote me for mayoral duties’ at the coming council
election. That is why we need you, as
distinguished guests, because all kind of trickery,
deceit and even bribery will be on show.
Biscuits, cakes, maybe even scones offered as
bribes to unwitting voters, with afternoon tea and
coffee. We will also have a reporter from the
Tablelander present!
So, if you’re looking for some entertainment for
the afternoon, you are most welcome to come
along and listen to our U3A writers wax lyrical with
hysterical for their election campaign.
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Speak like an Italian

Happy Snappers
next field trip

Beginner Conversational Italian classes

Tuesday 19 March 2020
Herberton Historic Village

for 2020 will commence on:

Tuesday 17 March 2020 at 4.30pm
Room 22 at the Community Centre
If you would like to join this class, please enrol either
on the U3AAT website (click on ENROL) or by email to
coursesu3aat@gmail.com.
Please note that Advanced Italian classes will
unfortunately not be going ahead, as insufficient
enquiries were received.

March’s field trip for the Happy Snappers Photography
Group will be to the Herberton Historic Village. The
group normally meets at 10.00am, with instructions to
BYO refreshments, hat, sunscreen and of course all the
photographic gear—camera, lenses, tripod etc.
If you are a budding photographer, of any level, you
are welcome to join the Happy Snappers. They are a
great bunch of people who enjoy taking photos and
helping each other to improve their skills.
The only criteria for membership is current
membership of U3A. For more information on Happy
Snappers and to join the group, contact Judith Barnett
on Mob: 0466 107 966.

It’s very easy to
enrol in any U3A
courses or events

Wednesday 18 March 2020
10.00am in Room 22
Lorraine Rankin of Hearing Australia will talk about the
importance of hearing health and the services offered
by Hearing Australia.
These services include:
• assessing hearing;
• selecting and fitting hearing devices;
• regular hearing checks to monitor changes;
• training to improve listening and communication;
• providing counselling and rehabilitative programs;
• ongoing care and device repair services;
• home visits for those unable to travel to a clinic; and
• helping to manage hearing loss on a day-to-day
basis.
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To enrol in any U3A course or event, please go
to the U3AAT website:

athtablands.u3anet.org.au
•

Under ‘Announcements’ on the home page,
you will see ‘to enrol in any of the courses
listed below, click HERE. This will bring you to
the enrolment form—you just need to fill in
the details and submit.

•

If you have any difficulty, you can email
Courses Coordinator Jane Mitchell for
assistance on coursesu3aat@gmail.com
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U3A Annual Open Day draws the crowds

Open Day proved a success, with dozens of people
signing up to join and to find out what U3A is all about.

Testing out different tea
and coffee varieties

A fish eye view of the
Happy Snappers mob

Several U3A members took the opportunity to try out a
variety of teas and coffees at Altitude Café recently.

Happy Snapper Paul Gobert captured this unique photo
of the group during their field trip to Mareeba
Bicentennial Lakes, using his fish-eye lens, with the
camera on the ground facing the sky. He took the photo
remotely, using his phone. Modern technology at work!
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Happy Snappers & Friends Social Group
The Happy Snappers & Friends
Social Group took advantage of this
year being a leap year to get together
for a Hippy Leap Year Party on
Saturday 29 February.
As usual with this mob, everyone
got into the spirit of the theme with
some fabulously innovative outfits!
Photos: Happy Snappers Annette
Clay and Erika Krieg.
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Busy day at the Pearly Gates
The first applicant of the day explained that his last
day was not a good one.
"I came home early and found my wife lying naked
in bed. She claimed she had just gotten out of the
shower. Well, her hair was dry and I checked the
shower and it was completely dry too. I knew she was
into some hanky-panky and I began to look for her
lover.
“I went onto the balcony of our 9th-floor apartment
and found the guy clinging to the rail by his fingertips. I
was so angry that I began bashing his fingers with a
flower pot. He let go and fell, but his fall was broken
by some awnings and bushes.
“On seeing he was still alive, I found some superhuman strength to drag our antique cedar chest to the
balcony and throw it over. It hit the man and killed
him. At this point the stress got to me and I suffered a
massive heart attack and died.”
Saint Peter thanked him for his story and sent him
into the waiting room.
The second applicant said that his last day was his
worst.
"I was on the roof of an apartment building working
on the AC equipment and I stumbled over my tools
and toppled off the building.
“I managed to grab onto the balcony rail of a 9thfloor apartment but this idiot came rushing out onto
the balcony and bashed my hands with a flower pot. I
fell but hit some awnings and bushes and unbelievably
survived, but as I looked up, I saw a huge chest falling
toward me. I tried to crawl out of the way but failed
and was hit and killed by the chest.”
Saint Peter couldn't help but chuckle as he directed
the man to the waiting room. He was still chuckling
when his third customer of the day enters. St Peter
apologized and said "I
doubt that your last day
was as interesting as
the two fellows that
arrived here just before
you.”
"I don't know,"
replied
the
man.
"Picture this, I'm naked,
hiding in this cedar
chest …”
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The three brothers ...
Three brothers, aged 92, 94 and 96 live in a
house together. One night, the 96 year old draws
a bath, puts his foot in and pauses. He yells down
the stairs, ‘was I getting in or out of the bath?’
The 94 year old
yells back, ‘I don’t
know. I’ll come up
and see.’ He starts
up the stairs, pauses
halfway, then he
yells: ‘was I going up
the stairs or coming
down?’
The 92 year old
was sitting at the
kitchen table having
coffee, listening to
his brothers. He
shakes his head and
says, ‘I sure hope I never get that forgetful’ and
knocks on wood for good luck.
He then yells, ‘I’ll come up and help both of you
just as soon as I see who’s at the door.’
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