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Our Annual Open Day a promotional
success once again
Our annual Open Day offers the best opportunity to
see what the organisation has to offer and this year’s
event, held on 30 January 2021, proved to be another
successful one. Together with dozens of current
members, a good number of new people turned up to
find out what U3AAT is all about.
Representatives
from
Happy
Snappers
Photography, Creative Writing, Book Club and
Mahjong were on hand to answer questions on what
their particular group had to offer and Lesley from Tai
Chi, together with a friend, gave a demonstration.
Over refreshments, those attending also had a
chance to mingle with friends old and new.
(More pictures taken on the day on page 4)
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President’s
ponderings ...

U3A ATHERTON TABLELANDS

Following a year of
uncertainty in 2020, this year
has started off very well. In
keeping with our Covid safe
plan we held our Open Day
at the end of January. The
day fulfilled its purpose with
a good number in attendance.
The Program Committee has been busy assembling
interesting courses and activities for our members.
This is a very important part of our operation and if
anyone has any ideas for sharing with others, please
contact the Course Coordinator or one of the
Committee members. We are always looking for new
and interesting ideas and possible courses.
Check out our Website. Alf Hogan, our Webmaster,
has many informative tips and helpful suggestions.
The Tech Tips section that Alf has included on the
Website, is particularly useful for those of us who are a
bit apprehensive about technology. Alf also regularly
updates our Website and all activities are listed for
easy reference.
I encourage you to check the Website (U3AAT) to
ensure you enrol for anything that is of interest to you.
It is important to enrol in a course before attending as
some Presenters have handout sheets and need to
know exact numbers.
I am looking forward to an interesting and
rewarding year.

Barbara Whybird

Membership fees of $25.00 for
2021 are due now …

Room 22 (Glyn Davies Room )
Community Centre
Mabel Street, Atherton
AGENDA:
Attendance and apologies
Adoption of minutes of last AGM
President’s Report
Treasurer’s Report
Program Report
Proposed changes to the Constitution
Election of Management Committee members
Appointment of Auditor
Please come along and support your U3A. Our
organisation runs well because we have
volunteers willing to give some of their time to
help. From helping keep the organisation running
through to presenting talks, we welcome new
thoughts and ideas from our members.

ALL U3AAT MEMBERS
ARE INVITED TO ATTEND
Refreshments will be served

The U3AAT Management Committee wishes to
advise all U3AAT members of proposed changes
to our constitution, which will be voted on at
our Annual General Meeting scheduled to be
held on Sunday 18 April 2021.
All proposed additions, deletions and
amendments to the constitution can be viewed
on our U3AAT website

There are three ways for you to pay:
By EFTPOS to U3AAT at Bendigo Bank
BSB: 633 000 A/c No: 161 469 762
Reference: your name
By cheque to PO Box 928 Atherton

athtablands.u3anet.org.au

Drop into the cash box on Room 22
noticeboard—don’t forget to include
your name on the envelope.
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10.00am
Sunday 18 April 2021

PROPOSED CHANGES TO
THE U3AAT CONSTITUTION

Membership fees

1
2
3

Notice of
Annual General Meeting

at least two (2) weeks prior to the AGM.
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What is an
AGM all
about?
U3AATs next Annual General
Meeting will be held on Sunday 18
April 2021 at 10.00am.
Advanced notice is needed because the entire
Management Committee must retire each year and
those members who wish to be elected or re-elected
to the new Committee must hand a Nomination Form
signed by a Nominator, a Seconder and themselves to
the Secretary at least 14 days before the AGM.
We take no nominations from the floor of an AGM
unless there are not enough candidates nominated
prior to the AGM.

If the Committee feels the need to make any
changes to our U3AAT Constitution, then motions of
proposals to amend or delete or add must also be
advised to our membership at least 14 days before the
AGM where they will be voted on - after which any
changes must be approved by the Office of Fair
Trading.
The AGM is the most formal meeting we hold in a
year and business is confined to Agenda items:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Attendance and Apologies
Adoption of Minutes of last AGM
President’s Report
Treasurer’s Report
Program Manager’s Report
Motions to change the Constitution – if any
Election of Management Committee Members
Appointment of auditor
(article written by Helen Irvine)

What do the Management Committee do?
It is the responsibility of the Management
Committee to oversee the direction, policies and
administration of U3AAT. The Management
Committee comprises the following positions:

The Program Coordinator oversees the program
development and circulation each semester. The role
includes communication with presenters, members
and course participants.

The President oversees the operation of the
organisation and ensures that all members have the
chance to play an active part in the committee.
In the situation that the President is unable to carry
out their duties, the Vice President administers the
organisation in their absence. In addition, when new
members are elected or co-opted to the Management
Committee, it is the Vice President’s task to ensure
they are given a familiarisation, so that they know how
the organisation works and what is expected of them.

The Promotion Coordinator ensures that
information about U3AAT courses and events is
disseminated throughout the Tablelands. This requires
skills in communication—written, verbal, social media
and promotion—and computer literacy.

The General Secretary is the key administration
officer of the organisation. The smooth running of the
organisation depends on the efficiency with which the
Secretary handles the records, correspondence and
other communications.
The Minute Secretary ensures that a written
record of decisions and actions are maintained in an
orderly fashion, in adherence to the Constitution.
The
Treasurer oversees
the
financial
administration of the organisation and ensures that
the financial affairs are conducted correctly and
efficiently.
The Membership Secretary, working in
conjunction with the Treasurer, oversees and
maintains a list of current members, acknowledges
membership and records financial status.
U3AAT “Live & Learn”

The Newsletter Editor: the main function of the
newsletter is to keep members informed of events,
courses and lectures provided by U3AAT. It also
functions as a means of communication between
members and as a means of maintaining a cohesive
group.
The Webmaster manages U3As website, utilising
electronic knowledge and creative skills.
The Policy & Planning Officer coordinates the
development and recording of policies agreed on by
the Management Committee and review of
organisational planning.

General Committee Members: There may be
more members of the Management Committee than
specific roles. General Members fulfil an important
function in assisting where and when needed.
Any U3AAT member is welcome to attend a
management committee meeting to see how it works.
For more detailed information on all these roles go
to the U3AAT website under Resources / Governance /
U3AAT Constitution and /Policies & Procedures.
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More photos from the Open Day
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As well as our resident population aging, the
Tablelands has seen an increasing number of retirees
choosing a Tablelands lifestyle. By 2036 more than
32% of our residents are expected to be over 65.
To make sure that they plan ahead for the services,
infrastructure and community programs that support
and sustain our older people, Tableland Regional
Council are putting together a Tablelands Regional
Council Age-Friendly Community Strategy.
Tablelands Regional Council (TRC) is supporting the
Queensland Government’s vision to build an agefriendly state in which all Queenslanders, regardless of
their age, can stay active and connected and
contribute economically, socially and culturally.
Council is undertaking a process of community
engagement to understand your perceptions and
thoughts on how age-friendly our community is. This
information will provide them with a starting point to
consider an Age-Friendly Strategy for the region.
Representatives
from
various
community
organisations are involved in the TRC Inclusion
Advisory Committee, with Dr David Jones representing
U3AAT.
TRC would like residents to complete a survey
(open to 31 March), available on the website:
https://shapingourtablelands.trc.qld.gov.au/agefriendly
The questions in this survey are based around the
World Health Organisation age-friendly domains that
directly influence the quality of life and well-being of
older people.
Council will be running an Advance Health
Directive information session during the week of 22—
26 March and planning for this is currently underway.
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Join our Neighbourhood Connect
team and make a difference!
Neighbourhood Connect Inc is a national charity
and not-for-profit community organisation,
helping people connect with others who live near
them. We encourage people to go beyond social
media and step out into their neighbourhoods
and get to know one another in real life.
We are run by a voluntary Board, are supported
by a project team and have a growing group of
Neighbourhood
Connectors
leading
neighbourhood groups across Australia. We have
no political or religious affiliations.
To ensure we can support more neighbourhood
groups across Australia, we need skilled
volunteers who can contribute around a half-day
a week, working from home at times that suit
you, for the following roles:
• Community Connector
• Grand writer (experienced)
• Journalist (experienced)
• Promotion / social media promotion
• Mentor for community connectors
• Business development, partnerships and
sponsorship
• Fundraising
Find out more about us at
https://www.neighbourhoodconnect.org.au/
or email us at
hello@neighbourhoodconnect.org.au
and tell us more about you and how you can be
involved.
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After The Service
by Jeff Cook
I saw a man parade today, in uniform complete,
His hat cocked neatly on his head, clean boots upon his feet,
His buttons highly polished, and his belt was shiny too,
His head held high, his shoulders back, like I once used to do.
The pride in him was evident in every move he made,
The smile and twinkle in his eye, that time would never fade,
So young and fit and confident, with his gun upon his shoulder,
And I prayed that he would never see his mates with him grow older.
For if I could alter history the wars would not have been,
No-one should ever have to face the horrors I have seen,
In the stinking, sweaty jungles, with the bullets and the bombs,
And the fever and the insects, in a world so full of wrongs.
I saw fighting in the deserts too, in blinding, searing heat,
Saw men go mad with thirst, or fear, or not a thing to eat,
I saw injuries and damages that no-one could believe,
And saw months of non-stop “action” without a day of leave.
I was part of ocean warfare in a ship and submarine,
Part of sinking other tortured souls - a memory obscene.
I saw oceans full of burning oil, and lifeboats upside down,
And officers and “other ranks” who would either burn or drown.
I piloted a bomber and I bombed from in the skies.
I saw planes explode, or crash to earth, and airmen, too, likewise,
I also flew a fighter and I flew it mighty well,
And I reckon what I saw of war would coincide with hell.
I was nursing sick and broken men to bring them back to health,
And I did all that I could do to protect the Commonwealth,
I fought and fed and flew and rode and drove and sailed and nursed,
And if I could have a dying wish, I’d see those days reversed.
Then no-one would be hurt next time, no mates or cobbers fall,
And everyone would understand the futility of it all,
Now I pray that that young man I saw will be just a sentinel,
And I pray that I’m a dying group, - for I am the R.S.L.
© For Teachers, For Students
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Good Business Strategy ...
An old French lady had a small shop in her village
for years, until one day a huge corporate supermarket
set up across the road from her little shop. They put up
signs advertising their prices, including one that said:
Butter— 10 francs.
In response, the lady added a sign to her own
window: Butter—9 francs.
The next day, the big supermarket had a new sign:
Butter—8 francs. Sure enough, the day after the lady's
sign now read: Butter—7 francs.
This went on for a while, until eventually one of the
lady's customers pointed to the sign and said,
"Madame, you cannot keep your prices so low for
long. These big companies can use their buying power
to sell products cheaper, but a little store like yours
can never compete."
In response, the old lady bent forward
conspiratorially and muttered, "Monsieur, I don't even
sell butter!”

The only thing I take
seriously in the newspapers
nowadays is Fish and Chips.
And even that I take with a
pinch of salt.
U3AAT “Live & Learn”

The amazing word UP ...
UP is the one word in the
English language that can be a
noun, verb, adjective, adverb and
preposition!
This two-letter word in English
has more meanings than any
other two-letter word. It's easy to
understand UP, meaning toward
the sky or at the top of the list, but when we awaken in
the morning, why do we wake UP?
At a meeting, why does a topic come UP? Why do
we speak UP, and why are the officers UP for election
and why is it UP to the secretary to write UP a report?
We call UP our friends, brighten UP a room, polish UP
the silver, warm UP the leftovers and clean UP the
kitchen. We lock UP the house and fix UP the old car.
At other times, this little word has real special
meaning. People stir UP trouble, line UP for tickets,
work UP an appetite, and think UP excuses. To be
dressed is one thing but to be dressed UP is special.
And this UP is confusing: A drain must be opened
UP because it is stopped UP. We open UP a store in
the morning but we close it UP at night. We seem to
be pretty mixed UP about UP!
To be knowledgeable about the proper uses of UP,
look UP the word UP in the dictionary. In a desk-sized
dictionary, it takes UP almost 1/4 of the page and can
add UP to about thirty definitions.
If you are UP to it, you might try building UP a list of
the many ways UP is used. It will take UP a lot of your
time, but if you don't give UP, you may wind UP with a
hundred or more.
When it threatens to rain, we say it is clouding UP.
When the sun comes out, we say it is clearing UP.
When it rains, the earth soaks it UP. When it does not
rain for awhile, things dry UP. One could go on and on,
but I'll wrap it UP, for now . . . my time is UP!
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